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PARAMETERS AND GUI DELI NES

El ection Code Sections 1450 through 1456
Chapter 1422, Statutes of 1982
Per manent Absent Voters

SUMVARY OF MANDATES

Chapter 1422, Statutes of 1982, added Chapter 7,
conmencing with Section 1450 to the Elections Code, to
establish a permanent absent voter program

Prior to the enactment of Chapter 1422, an absent voter
ballot was not nailed to a voter unless a witten request
for an absent voter ballot was received before each
election. Wth the enactment of Chapter 1422, counties
were required to establish and maintain a list of
permanent absent voters and delete from the list if that
person fails to return an executed absent voter ball ot
for any statewide primary or general election.

COW SSI ON_ON STATE MANDATES DECI SI ON

On Septenber 21, 1989 the Comm ssion determned that
Chapter 1422, Statutes of 1982, in adding Sections 1450
through 1456 to the Elections Code resulted in

rei mbursable costs mandated by the state.

ELI G BLE CLAI MANTS

Al'l counties that incurred increased costs as the result
of the nmandate.

PERIGD OF CLAIM

Chapter 1422, Statutes of 1982 becane effective

January 1, 1983. The test claim was filed with the
Comm ssion on May 11, 1989. Section 17557 of the
Government Code (GC) states that a test claim nust be
submtted on or before Decenber 31 following a given
fiscal year to establish eligibility for that fiscal
year. Therefore, all costs incurred on or after July 1,
1988 are reinbursable.

One fiscal year shall Dbe included in each claim

Pursuant to section 17561(d) (3) of the Governnment Code,

all clains for reinmbursement of costs shall be submtted
within 120 days of notification by the State Controller
of enactment of the claims bill.

If the total costs for a given fiscal year do not exceed
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$200, no reinbursement shall be allowed, except as
otherw se allowed by Governnent Code section 17564.

REI MBURSABLE COSTS

A. Scope of Mandate

El ections Code sections 1450 through 1456, as added by
Chapter 1422/82, require county clerks to inplement a new
program by performng the follow ng: ‘

(1) Establish and maintain a list of permanent
absent voters who provide evidence of physical
di sability.

(2) Ml absent voter ballots to such voters for
each election in which they are eligible to vote.

(3) Delete from the permanent absent voter |ist any
erson who fails to return an executed absent voter
allot for any statew de direct primary or general
el ection.

B. Rei nbursable Activities

Counties shall be reinbursed for the increased costs
associ ated with conplying with Elections Code sections
1450 through 1456 in the follow ng cost categories:

El ection Planning and Preparation Costs

Increased costs associated with preparation costs,
to include, but not limted to:

Initial one-tine costs:

- Conputer costs
-Sanpl e Bal ot (change format)
-Creating initial absentee file

Ongoi ng costs:

- Mai nt enance of pernmanent absentee file

-1 ncreased postage

-Cancel lation of voters who do not vote; then
rei nstatenent upon request

-Marking of permanent absentee voter affidavit
for identification

C. Justification of Purchases

If an entity clains for increased costs resulting from
the purchase or nodification of voting equipnent or
additional secrecy envelopes, an explanation of how these
costs are a direct result of the mandate nust be provided
with the claim The increase for these costs during the
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fiscal year being claimed nust be shown separately.
Al'so, docunments which indicate the cost and purchase
dates of the above items must be submitted with the claim

CLAI M _PREPARATI ON

A Description of Activity
B. Supporting Docunentation

Claimed costs should be supported by the follow ng
i nformation

1. Enpl oyee Salaries and Benefits

| dentify the enployee(s), show the classification of
the enployee(s) involved, describe the mandated
functions perforned and specify the actual nunber of
hours devoted to each function, the productive
hourly rate, and the related benefits. The average
nunber of hours devoted to each function nay be
clained if supported by a docunented time study.

2. Services and Supplies

Only expenditures which can be identified as a
direct cost as a result of the nmandate can be
clained. List cost of materials acquired which have
been consumed or expended specifically for the
purposes of this mandate.

3. Al l owabl e COverhead Costs

Indirect costs may be clained in the manner
prescribed by the State Controller in his claimng
I nstruction.

SUPPORTI NG DATA

For auditing purposes, all costs clainmed nmust be
traceable to source documents or worksheets that show
evidence of and the validity of such costs. These
docunments must be kept on file by the agency submtting
the claim for a period of no less than three years from
the date of the final payment of the claim pursuant to
this nmandate, and nade available on the request of the
State Controller or his agent.

CEESETTI NG SAVINGS AND OTHER REI MBURSEMENT

Any offsetting savings the claimnts experience as a
direct result of this statute nust be deducted from the
costs clai ns. In addition, reinbursement for this
mandate received from any source, e.g., federal, state,
etc., shall be identified and deducted from this claim



